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July 28, 2015

Andy Wirth

Squaw Valley Ski Holdings
1960 Squaw Valley Road
Olympic Valley, CA 96146

Troy Caldwell
P.O. Box 1784
Tahoe City, CA 96145

Dear Messrs. Wirth and Caldwell,

On July 2nd Squaw Valley sent out an email annawgnthat you intend to submit a
formal proposal for a gondola connecting Squawé&xatiind Alpine Meadows.

According to the map and materials released onl Apti2015, the proposed route would
cut through land designated as wilderness by ttiéo@aa Wilderness Act of 1984.

We are writing to request that, if you do followdhgh with an actual project proposal,
you choose a route that avoids federally designatketrness.

The Wilderness Act of 1964 is one of the greatebtevements in the proud history of
American conservation. It's a bold statement ofgyple that we, as a country, value
wilderness and are committed to protect the wildssrexperience, for ourselves and
generations to follow.

In the words of the Act itself, passed by Congadter years of advocacy and effort, “A
wilderness, in contrast with those areas where amalhis own works dominate the
landscape, is hereby recognized as an area whesatth and its community of life are
untrammeled by man, where man himself is a visitoo does not remain.”

When it was signed into law by President Lyndom3aoim the Wilderness Act secured
immediate protection of more than 9,000,000 acfdésderally designated Wilderness. It



also created provisions to add, by acts of Congresse land to the federal wilderness
system.

After more than a decade of careful inventory, af as five years of Congressional
politicking, President Ronald Reagan signed thé&@ala Wilderness Act of 1984 into
law. It added 3,000,000 acres to the National @/iléss Preservation System, including
the newly created Granite Chief National Wildern&ssa.

At that time, significant portions of these lanag|uding more than a third of Granite
Chief were privately owned. To encourage theinmarent protection, Congress
simultaneously authorized the Secretary of Agrig@ltto purchase any private lands
within the newly created Wilderness Area bounddries willing sellers. The bulk of
the privately owned land in the Granite Chief Wiltless was acquired by the Forest
Service in 1991, but a small portion of the arealuding the land proposed for the
gondola, remains in private hands.

We understand that these cliffs, ridges, and ferestwhich the gondola would be built
are privately owned. However, the inclusion ostlaind within the Granite Chief
Wilderness Area boundary in 1984 is a clear stat¢oiits value to our nation; that we
recognize that this land is special — and shoutdaiia that way.

Wilderness designations do not come easy. Eacksntarown remarkable achievement,
the result of years of field research, citizen adhay, and, often, political compromise.

The original Wilderness Act of 1964 demanded scofes-writes and nine years of
Congressional history. Its principal author, Hosvdahniser, was motivated by his
conviction that America has “...a profound fundataéneed for areas of the earth where
we stand without our mechanisms that make us imeednasters over our
environment.”

We ask you to join us in honoring that commitmemade as a nation more than fifty
years ago and reaffirmed by the California WildesAct of 1984: No proposed
gondola should threaten the existing boundariesd-timeless values — of the National
Granite Chief Wilderness Area.
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Tom Mooers Ryan Henson

Executive Director, Sierra Watch SeniolidyaDirector, CalWild
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George Nickas Cindy Ochoa
Chaahoe Area Sierra Club

Executive Director, Wilderness Watch

Barbara Rivenes Daniel Heagerty
Forestry Committee Chair, Motherlode Sierra Cluksranite Chief Wilderness Prot. League

cc Placer County
United States Forest Service
KSL Capital Partners
Tahoe Regional Planning Agency



