
December 31, 2015

TAHOE CONSERVATION GROUPS OPPOSE APPROVAL OF MARTIS DEVELOPMENT
PROPOSAL

Auburn, Calif. – Conservation groups joined together last week to send a clear message to
Placer County decision-makers today, urging them not to approve the Martis Valley West
Parcel Project proposed for North Lake Tahoe.

                  

                                                   Pictured: Lake Tahoe from Martis Peak

League to Save Lake Tahoe, Mountain Area Preservation, and Sierra Watch sent comment
letters to the County, detailing their opposition to approval of the proposal, one of two projects
proposed for the 7,000-acre Sierra Pacific Industries (SPI) property on Tahoe’s Brockway
Summit.

“The Martis West and Brockway Resort projects are just too much for Tahoe,” said Darcie
Goodman-Collins, Executive Director of the League to Save Lake Tahoe.

The Martis West project proposes 760 new dwelling units, including buildings as tall as 75 feet
and a new road to connect to Highway 267, on 670 acres of SPI land.  The Brockway
Campground resort project proposes 550 sites and commercial facilities on the adjacent
portion of the SPI property, 104 acres that lie within the Tahoe Basin.

Placer County released its initial environmental assessment, known as the Draft
Environmental Impact Report, or DEIR, in October of this year.  In comment letters on that
document, the conservation groups pointed to impacts on scenery, wildlife, and traffic.
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“These projects would add thousands of new daily car trips to Tahoe traffic,” said Alexis
Ollar, Executive Director of Truckee’s Mountain Area Preservation.  “Martis Valley and the
Tahoe-Truckee Region deserve better.”

The 7,000-acre property remains the last piece of the planning puzzle in Tahoe’s Martis
Valley, where, for more than a decade, conservation groups, planners, and developers have
been at times fighting over – and at times collaborating on – the future of the region.

“The good news is that the developers are reaffirming our shared understanding that the east
side of their property will never be developed,” said Tom Mooers, Executive Director of
Sierra Watch.  “The bad news is that they are proposing far more than the west side of their
property can handle.”

Placer County, as part of state-mandated environmental review, will now respond to the
comments from the conservation groups and from others. 

“It is our commitment to engage effectively in the public planning process,” said Mooers, “and
to work together to secure a better outcome – just as we’ve done before in Martis Valley, on
Donner Summit, and elsewhere in the Sierra.”
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